
Upcoming Events- Lord willing!

Prepare for Worship!: Your pastor and elders

encourage you to spend time in prayer 

each Saturday evening, preparing your hearts for the 

Lord’s Day, and praying for the worship of our God. 

Pray for the Holy Spirit’s blessing on word and 

fellowship!

This week in Sunday School: No adult or children's 

Sunday school this Sunday, February 21st to allow 

teachers the chance to sit in on the KCPC Annual 

Congregational Meeting. Childcare will be available 

in the nursery for our littlest covenant children.

Men’s and Son’s Breakfast this Saturday, February 

20th: Come and join us on for fellowship, food, and 

prayer together from 830 – 10 am.

Fellowship Meal this Lord’s Day: Our theme will 

be Italian this week. All are invited to this wonderful 

part of our congregational life! Please pray for a time 

of sweet and blessed fellowship. To sign up: 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0e48aeae2fa02-

february1.

2016 Annual Congregational Meeting: This Lord’s 

Day, February 21st. If you are a member, please make 

this a priority to attend.

Locust Street Film Night for February: Come 

celebrate our 10th anniversary season and (belated) 

Valentine’s Day on Friday, Feb. 26th at 6 pm. We will 

be viewing and discussing George Cukor’s 1940 classic 

‘The Philadelphia Story’ with Hepburn, Grant, and 

Stewart! https://www.facebook.com/LSFilmNight/

Women’s Bible Study: The study meets on the 1st and 

3rd Tuesday nights at 7pm. All women are welcome to 

attend. Contact Margaret Biggs for more information: 

missmargaretbiggs@comcast.net

Good Friday Service: KCPC will be hosting a joint 

worship and fellowship with Potomac Hills PCA on 

Friday, March 25th at 7 pm.

Pastoral Visitation in 2016: Your pastor and elders 

will be scheduling monthly visitations to your home for 

spiritual check-ups. If you have a particular month that 

you already know is good for you, email Pastor Biggs 

at crbiggs@comcast.net to invite us over. Our 

shepherding visitations last about one hour, and 

normally are on a Wednesday or Thursday evening 

from 6:30-7:30 pm.

Week Ending, February 20th, 2016

“God is near when the soul is touched with the Spirit of God working 

faith, stirring up dependence, confidence and trust in God. 

From this arises sweet communion.”

- Richard Sibbes

THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE

KCPC This Week

“Knowing the love of Christ together with all the saints.” - Eph. 3:18-19



From Your Pastor

A Study on the  Shorter Catechism
WSC Question 29: How are we made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ? A. We are made 

partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ, by the effectual application of it to us by his Holy Spirit.

Scripture Memory: “…He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by 

the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our 

Savior…”

An Explanation: The work of Jesus Christ in redemption must be applied to believers by the Holy Spirit for it to 

be effectual. As John Calvin wrote helpfully “…We must understand that as long as Christ remains outside of us, 

and we are separated from Him, all that He has suffered and done for salvation…remains useless and of no value 

to us” (Institutes, 3.1.1). In other words, people can affirm that there is a Jesus Christ, and that He has lived 

perfectly and exemplary as a mighty man of God’s Spirit (cf. Acts 2:22), but if we are not bonded to Him by faith 

through the effectual application of the Spirit, then Christ and His work are of no value to us. 

The Spirit is pleased to work faith in the needy and helpless elect sinner in real time that persuades and enables us 

to take hold of all of the salvation that Christ has accomplished for us (see WSC, 30-31). The Spirit uses the 

means of the word of God, particularly the preaching of the Gospel to apply the redemption purchased by Christ.

“…We know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not only in word, 

but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction” (1 Th. 1:4-5; also, 1 Cor. 3:5; Acts 16:14b, 31-

33). The Spirit is the bond objectively from God who unites us to all of the blessings and benefits of Christ’s 

redemption. Faith is the bond subjectively from our side that unites us to Christ, and both of these are given by 

God, though faith is an action that we perform in response to His powerful effectual calling and regenerating 

work:“But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God…”

(John 1:12). Calvin wrote: “This…is the true knowledge of Christ, if we receive Him, as He is offered by the 

Father: namely, clothed with His Gospel” (3.2.6).

Because of God’s mercy planned before the ages for our good and His glory, and not on account of our works, 

God was in Christ redeeming His people (2 Tim. 1:9). As 2 Corinthians 5:19-21 teaches: “…In Christ God was 

reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them…We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 

reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 

God.” The Spirit applies this righteous standing in Christ to us when we are effectually called by the Word 

through the Spirit, granting us faith to receive Christ, thus becoming by imputation, the righteousness of God in 

our union with Him (1 Cor. 1:30-31).

Note that Christ has “purchased” our redemption in the words of WSC, 29. It was a payment Christ made for us. 

It was costly; it cost Christ His own precious blood (Heb. 9:12). It was a loving sacrifice. Let us offer up 

ourselves to Him as those now possessed by Him through His Spirit. Let us be thankful as we remember that we 

were wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked (Rev. 3:18) before the application of this redemption made 

possible by Christ, through the Holy Spirit, because of the Father’s love.

A Prayer: You have redeemed me, kind king, to love and serve you. To realize the glorious purpose for my life, 

and the joy of serving the triune God who has saved me. Give me strength to live joyfully in Christ today. Amen.
In Christ’s love,

Pastor Biggs

“What is true peity? Piety is reverence joined with the love of God which the 

knowledge of His benefits induces. It exists when men recognize that they owe 

everything to God, that they are nourished by His fatherly care, and that He is 

the Author of their every good.”

- John Calvin (Institutes, 1.2.1).



THIS LORD’S DAY

Sermon Series: “Acts of the Exalted Lord Jesus”

Title: “Pentecost Today?”
- Pastor Charles R. Biggs

Scripture Lesson: John 20:21-23; 1 Corinthians 12:4-13

Scripture Text: Acts 2; Ephesians 5:18b-20

Theme of Sermon/Worship: Should we expect a “second blessing” or baptism of the Spirit after 

our conversion to Christ? What does it mean for us to be truly “Spirit-filled” and “Pentecostal” 

Christians today?

Thoughts and Meditations for Preparing Your Heart and Family for Worship:

* Read Acts 2 carefully. From your reading, and from previous sermons, how is Pentecost 

an unique, unrepeatable, redemptive-historical “Christ-event”? (Hint: Luke 3:16b; Acts 1:5; 

John 7:37-39; Acts 2:33-36; 1 Cor. 12:13; 15:45; 2 Cor. 3:18).

* Read Colossians 3:16-17 and Ephesians 5:18-20. What is a good definition of being 

“filled with the Spirit”? What would a day “filled with the Spirit” look like in your life (see 

also Acts 2:4; 4:8; 4:31; 9:17; 11:16; 13:9; 13:52; cf. Exo. 31:3; 35:31; Mic. 5:8)? Do you 

seek to be filled with the Spirit?

Hymns

1. When Morning Gilds the Skies - 167

2. Come, O Creator Spirit Blest - 329

3. According to Thy Gracious Word - 423

  

“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 

Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 

And you also will bear witness, because you have been with me from the 

beginning.”
ESV John 15:26-27


